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League members and the public are 

invited to join the book group at 10:30 

AM on Thursday, November 15, for a 

discussion of Reinventing the Melting 

Pot: the New Immigrants and What It 

Means to Be American, edited by 

Tamar Jacoby. The book group will  

meet in the League office, Suite 209, 

100 E Street, Santa Rosa. 

 

Jacoby, a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, has 

assembled essays by twenty-one authors about the assimilation 

of immigrants, and her book is another recommended by 

LWVUS as background for our on-going immigration study. 

Advantages of an anthology like this are that you can get 

different perspectives in one place and that you can read 

selected essays and feel comfortable discussing them. For 

more information about Jacoby and the book, go to the 

Manhattan Institute Web site, http://www.manhattan-

institute.org/meltingpot. 

The Book Group normally meets at 10:30 AM in the office on 

the third Thursday of the month. As books are selected they 

are posted on the LWV Web site at 

http://www.lwvsonoma.org  on the Calendar page.  The 

December meeting will be devoted to selecting books for the 

coming months. 

 

If you have questions about the book group, please call or 

send me a message. 

 

Lynda Hungerford 

539-5770 

info@lwvsonoma.org  
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     When I was first called and asked 

to be a Presenter of “Pros and Cons” I 

panicked and said “No, I couldn’t 

possibly!”  After I hung up the phone, 

I thought about it. I may be retired 

but I can’t retire from challenging 

myself, or as I refer to it, “stretching” myself. I called back 

and said I would be a presenter... 

     My first thought had been I don’t know enough about the 

initiatives/propositions. I found out I needn’t have worried. 

LWVCA provides “In-depths” which outline the pro’s and 

con’s of each issue. I didn’t even have to do original research!  

I did make my own outline, though, to make my talk “mine.” 

     My second fear had been I’ll be speaking to the public! 

Yep, no way around that one but I literally (don’t laugh!) 

resorted to rehearsing before the bathroom mirror until I could 

smoothly give the necessary points from my notes. And, what 

was even better, I was going to be a part of a panel, working 

with LWV “Pros” Nancy and Willard Richards.  I wouldn’t be 

by myself in front of the audience. 

After making the presentation, I felt I had benefited more than 

the audience:  
� #��
�����
������������
��#���������
�#����
������

� #��������
��
�������������

�����

� #�
���"������C�

Please do attend the November 1 Voter 

Service meeting for anyone interested 

in being a Presenter and/or assisting 

with Candidate Forums.  We need you 

and I guarantee you, you will feel good 

about it. (See page 5 and 6) 

Carol Adams, President 

The League of Women Voters  
of Sonoma County 

100 E Street, Suite 209 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
707-546-5943 
info@lwvsonoma.org  
http://www.lwvsonoma.org/   
http://www.lwvc.org/  
http://www.lwv.org/ 
http://www.smartvoter.org/ 
 
Officers: 
 
Carol Adams, President   
Elaine Book, Secretary 
Susannah Likins, Treasurer 

Chele Gummer, VP Action 
Nancy Richards, VP Administration 
Sandy de Lorimier, VP Program 
Will Richards, VP Community Services 

Directors: 

George Ellman, Bay Area Representative 
Laurie Hall, Public Relations  
Olive Horrell, Membership 
Amy Southwick & Rosalie Gillmore, Voters  
Service 
Gloria Norton, Voter Outreach 

VOTER Team: 

DeeDee Bridges, VOTER Editor 
Carol Adams 
Nancy Richards 
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The International Relations discussion group will meet on 

Tuesday, November 13, 2006, at 12 noon in the Santa Rosa 

League office.  It is a brown-bag lunch session. 

 

The topic for discussion will be “Helping the World's 

Endangered Children.”  Ensuring the safety and proper 

development of children is the stated goal of the global 

community, yet in some countries, children are exposed to 

unsafe labor practices, human trafficking, and participation in 

combat.  What role do private donors, governments and 

international organizations play in ensuring health care, 

education and safety for the world's children?" 

 

The group meets the second Tuesday of the month.  The topics 

are selected from the Great Decisions briefing book published 

by the Foreign Policy Association in New York City.  You are 

welcome to join the group discussion with or without the 

briefing book.  We also refer to the most current news items 

and articles pertaining to the discussion topic.   

 

The eight topics for 2008 will be:  Iraq End-game; The 

European Union at 50; Talking to our Enemies; Russia; 

U.S. Defense and Security Policy; Latin America: Shift to 

the Left?; U.S.-China Trade Policy; Private Philanthropy. 

 

There will not be meetings in December and January.  The 

next discussion group meeting will be on February 12, 2008, 

at 12:00 noon in the Santa Rosa League office.  If anyone has 

a question about the group, please contact me at 769-8826. 

 

Rosalie Gillmore 
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 In November 2002 voters approved a revision of the 

Charter of the City of Santa Rosa that required the City 

Council to enact a more stringent ordinance regulating the 

financing of City Council elections. Voluntary spending limits 

were added to the ordinance August 24, 2004 and then 

removed December 19, 2006. In September of this year, 

Council member Susan Gorin asked the Council to consider 

reinstating the voluntary spending limits. This issue is 

currently scheduled to come before the Council November 6, 

and the LWVSC will support reinstating the ordinance passed 

August 24, 2004. 

I encourage all LWVSC members to come to the City 

Council meeting to support reinstatement of voluntary 

spending limits and, if they wish, to speak in support 

individually. 

Our local league doesn’t have its own position on 

campaign spending limits. We can use the vertical State 

League position in supporting our action, which I am 

reprinting here for your review.  

 
Position in Brief: Support state campaign finance 

practices for candidates and advocates of ballot measure 

positions that will ensure full disclosure of campaign 

contributions and expenditures and enable candidates to 

compete more equitably for public office. 

1. Public reporting of campaign contributions and 

expenditures by all candidates and advocates of ballots 

measure positions in statewide elections. 

2. Effective monitoring and enforcement. 

3. Measures that will broaden the base of campaign 

financing, including tax credits/deductions for those who 

contribute to political parties, candidates, and ballot 

measure campaigns and some public financing to 

candidates for state office through an “income tax check 

off” system and direct government appropriations. 

Public funding measures should include realistic limits 

on contributions and expenditures. 

4. Realistic limits on contributions by individuals and 

groups to candidates and ballot measure campaigns. 

5. Realistic limits on the amount each candidate and ballot 

measure committee can spend. 

6. A requirement that each candidate have one central 

committee responsible for coordinating, controlling and 

reporting all contributions and expenditures. 
A� >���������������
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8. Measures that will limit or shorten the length of 

campaigns. 

 

Of course in using these vertical positions we can 

substitute the ‘state’ for ‘local’. 
���������������
���������������������������������
��
����������
������������!��������� �����������+
�������������
�

�����
�������������
�
��

Chlele Gummer,   Advocacy Chair 
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Long time members of the League were saddened to learn of 

the death of Elizabeth “Betty” Bock.  Betty was a member of 

our local League for a number of years and was a champion of 

the Brown Act.  She tirelessly attended meetings of the Board 

of Supervisors and the Santa Rosa City Council urging them 

to follow the laws governing open government.  We are 

grateful for her many years of active citizen participation in 

government, a League mission. 

 

Nancy Richards 
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Workshop on Organizing and 

Conducting Forums 

 

The Voters Service meeting on 

November 1, 2008, at 10:00 a.m. in 

the Santa Rosa office will be the venue 

for a panel of members with expertise 

on how to organize and conduct candidates’ and issues’ 

forums.  This is a perfect opportunity for members to learn the 

secrets of conducting a forum and to take advantage of the 

know-how of these experienced forum organizers.  It is an 

excellent way to see how much fun it can be to work with 

League members to bring impartial, informed information to 

the voting public.  There are many jobs involved with putting 

on a forum and most of them are easy and fun. 

 

There will be three elections in 2008: the February 5 

Presidential primary with three state propositions that we hope 

to present to the public; the June 3 State primary with local 

candidates and issues on the ballot, and the November 4 

general election. 

 

Please join us at the Voters Service meeting on Thursday, 

November 1, at 10:00 a.m. in the Santa Rosa League office. 

 

Rosalie Gillmore, Voters Service Co-chair 
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The Common Interest Development Elections Project 

(CIDEP) has submitted its first proposal to conduct the 2008 

election for one of the larger homeowners associations in 

Santa Rosa.  Although the Homeowner Association indicated 

that it was very appreciative of and impressed with our 

proposal, it declined to accept it at this time. 

 

A local corporation has also contacted us regarding its 

upcoming election.  However, we could still use more 

prospects as we are relying on education, referrals and 

networking to local Homeowners Associations, rather than 

advertising.  We encourage League members to contact us if 

they know of a local Homeowner Association that could use 

our election services.  Since all Associations are now required 

to have an independent third party, such as the League, 

conduct their elections, they would probably be glad to know 

about the Project’s services.   A flyer and details of our 

services are available on our League website. 

 

Our thanks to the Project’s 15 volunteers who are working 

together to accomplish the election preparation tasks.  More 

volunteers are needed for this new League business project, 

which is very beneficial to the community and to the League’s 

fundraising. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Eve Roberson, Chair 

Common Interest Development Elections Project  
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The next several months will be focused on Transportation in 

the Bay Area as the Metropolitan Transportation Commission 

begins the next round of their regional plan. We note that this 

time plans are coordinated with the projections of the 

Association of Bay Area Governments that focus a portion of 

future growth into currently developed areas.  This is 

controversial in some communities, and is also the subject of 

discussion at the regional meeting on October 26.  Our Bay 

Area League Day on February 22, 2008 will address 

transportation issues from several aspects including how we 

can curtail greenhouse gas emissions caused by transportation 

sources in the Bay Area, how transit and highways are funded, 

what’s happening with the infrastructure bonds, possible 

solutions, and other topics. 

 

Our Survey of Land Use Policy Near Transit Hubs has finally 

been completed and is posted on our webpage 

www.lwvbayarea.org.  Electronic copies have also been 

provided to local League presidents. 

 

The latest issue of the Bay Area Monitor includes stories 

about household pharmaceuticals in the waste stream, the 

MTC regional rail plan, and the potential changes for the 

Water Transit Agency... You can view the electronic version 

at www.bayareamonitor.org  

 

Future LWVBA Meeting Dates: 

Friday, February 22, 2008 – Bay Area League Day 

Saturday, May 31, 2008 – LWV Bay Area Convention 
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Elaine Book, Secretary 
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Chlele Gummer,  Pros and Cons Trainer 
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participate in the panel, but has not yet been confirmed.�
For more information:  Tom Brand  707-433-6335�
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