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ANNUAL MEETING

Saturday, September 18th

At the home of Rick Theis and Carolyn
Johnson
11190 Peaks Pike, Sebastopol

We will have a great pro-
gram, enjoy a buffet sup-
per and also have the op-
portunity to socialize with
fellow members and our
guests - all in a beautiful

“How the League Has Made a Difference in So- setting.

noma County” was the main topic at the June ] o
annual meeting held at Canine Companions for Members, prospective members and guests are all invited.
Independence on June 5. See p. 4 for a sum- For additional information and directions, see p. 2.

mary of the meeting.

NOVEMBER ELECTION FORUMS
Mark Your Calendar

Sept. 27  7:00 PM Santa Rosa City Council Candidates

Oct. 4 7:00 PM Sales Tax Measures O and M Santa Rosa City Council Chambers
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Oct. 13 7:00 PM Petaluma City Council Candidates Petaluma Council Chambers
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BOOK CLUB CORNER

League members and guests are invited to join in a book
discussion the third Thursday of every month from
10:30 AM until noon.

On September 16 at 2191 Siesta Lane,
Santa Rosa, the book group will talk about
Ted Halstead’s The Real State of the Un-
ion: From the Best Minds in America,
Bold Solutions to the Problems Politicians
Dare Not Address. The Real State of the
Union is a collection of essays, some
originally published in The Atlantic
Monthly, others new in this collection,
that tackle social, political, and economic
problems from a variety of viewpoints
along the political spectrum. Contributors range from Michael
Moore to Ann Coulter.

Ted Halstead

The selection for Thursday, October 21, is Tracy Kidder’s
Mountains Beyond Mountains: the Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer,
a Man Who Would Cure the World. Kidder is a Pulitzer Prize
winning author. His subject, Dr. Paul Farmer, is a young vi-
sionary and a recipient of a MacArthur genius award. Farmer
is working to bridge the health care gap between rich and poor
and discovering better modes of treatment for both at the same
time. This promises to be a welcome and inspirational break
from the campaign rhetoric that will be ubiquitous by mid
October.

Lynde Hongoford
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SEPTEMBER KICK-OFF MEETING

Saturday, September 18

3:00 PM Social time with appetizers, beverages and the op-
portunity to look over an ecologically constructed home in a
sylvan setting

4:00 PM Program

4:30 PM Buffet Dinner

At the home of Rick Theis and Carolyn Johnson
11190 Peaks Pike, Sebastopol

We will have a great program, enjoy a buffet supper and
also have the opportunity to socialize with fellow mem-
bers and our guests, all in a beautiful setting. Members,
prospective members and guests are all invited. There is
a donation request of $15.00 for the buffet (salads, bar-
beque chicken, dessert and beverages).

Please make checks payable to: LWVSC and send to Sandy
Benson, 14 Chrisdumar Lane, Petaluma, CA 94952,

Because space is a consideration, your reservation and
check must be in no later than Wednesday, September 15.

This first meeting promises to be an exciting one!

First, Rick and C.J. have graciously offered the use of
their home which has been described in a March article
in The Press Democrat as “an elegant, energy efficient
and environmentally sensitive abode”... and WE get to be
there! Our hosts will be able to give you some first hand
information about “Green Building” — the use of recycled
building materials in the creation of new structures.

Next, you will have the opportunity to hear about the
League’s Water Document, due out soon. The research
and writing on this important work has been in progress
for over a year. Finally, C.J. will be presenting informa-
tion on “Wetlands,” a subject most relevant to our area
and the times.

All this and dinner, too!

Carpooling is recommended. If you wish to carpool from
the Petaluma area, contact Sandy Benson, 763-1629;
from the Santa Rosa area, contact Susan Gorin, 525-
8335.

Directions:

e On 116, about 2-3 miles north of Sebastopol, turn
west on Graton Road. Proceed %4 mile to downtown
Graton

e From the STOP SIGN in beautiful downtown Graton,
drive 2 miles to PEAKS PIKE

e Turn RIGHT on PEAKS PIKE and drive % mile to the
drive marked with several house numbers including
11190 and turn right.

e Go up the hill to the end of the drive.

e Rick and C.J. are at the very end of the drive on the
right.



http://sonco.ca.lwvnet.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Our year is off to a very good start with our Voters Ser-
vice activities in full swing. Our first challenge in this
election cycle was the special recall election in Rohnert
Park. Our new chairman, Rosalie Gillmore, rose bravely
to the occasion and organized everything beautifully!

At the LWVUS convention, the
interpretation of the position
on “Citizens Right to Vote” was
revised. The interpretation
now reads: “In order to ensure
integrity and voter confidence
in elections, the LWVUS sup-
ports the implementation of
voting systems and procedures
that are secure, accurate, re-
countable, and accessible.”
This means that League nei-
ther supports nor opposes any specific type of technol-
ogy. Leagues may advocate for the four criteria, but not
for or against a type of technology since that would be
inflexible and undermine innovation. Since election law
and current equipment are different in each state,
Leagues may support voting systems appropriate to
them, including the management, operational and poll-
ing place procedures associated with the equipment.
These systems as a whole should be evaluated against
the criteria.

In California, LWVC is planning an Energy Update con-
sensus for Spring 2005 and is preparing a study kit for
the Education Update Study. We will keep a close watch
on these studies and plan our meetings as far in ad-
vance as possible. Please keep an eye on our calendar
for more information.

Lastly, Bay Area League Day will be held in Marin on
October 2. Water issues will be the topic and we hope to
have our Sonoma County Water Study ready to present
at that meeting. See article on p. 7.

As you can see, our work is cut out for us! Please try to
join some of our Voters Service activities. I'm sure you
will enjoy working with other great League members.

Corol A

OAKMONT UNIT MEETING
OCTOBER 5

The Oakmont Unit will hear a presentation of the Pros
and Cons for the Propositions appearing on the Novem-
ber ballot. The meeting will be held in the Fireside
Room of Berger Center, 10:00 to 12:00 Noon on
Tuesday, October 5. There will be discussion and re-
freshments. Please call Phyllis Stanley (539-1696) if you
have questions or need directions.
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FORUMS ON CANDIDATES

The League of Women Voters of Sonoma County spon-
sors forums where candidates can present their plat-
forms and answer questions. Please see “Getting Ready
for Election Day” on p. 5. These forums are held when
more than one candidate is seeking the same nomina-
tion or office. Also, the forums in Sonoma County usu-
ally focus on State Ballot Measures and local elections
rather than the state elections that represent everyone in
the State or the national election.

The work of many volunteers is required to present a
successful forum. New members can begin working at a
level that is comfortable; for example, to bring the water
bottles, time the speakers, design and print fliers or col-
lect questions from the audience if that is the format of
the particular forum. Also, local races for School Dis-
tricts, Fire Districts, and the like, provide an opportunity
for new volunteers to play a key role in a forum in their
community.

Rosalie Gillmore

Voters Service Chair

LWVBA REPORT
MAy 8, 2004

The meeting was held at the Berkeley Public Library,
10:30 AM on May 8.The major function of the League of
Women Voters of the Bay Area is the oversight of the five
"regional” agencies: BA Air Quality Management District,
Regional Water Quality Control Board, Metropolitan
Transportation Commission, Association of Bay Area
Governments, and the Bay Conservation and Develop-
ment Commission.

The major issue is often the lack of "regional" considera-
tions observed by League observers. Our preference is
for an entirely elected board, but that is usually opposed
by the present membership of the various agencies. This
fits with the dictum "all politics is local politics."

Principal activities of the conference were the adoption of
an agenda, the president's address (a review of the past
year and upcoming events), adoption of programs for the
next year and approval of a budget. Although this may
sound dull and forbidding, it was in fact very interesting
and full of information, especially about the activities of
the many local Leagues around SF Bay. Problem areas
are not different from those well known in Sonoma
County: traffic, school financing, water supply, and
shortages of low and moderate- income housing.

Georgt Ellmar
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BOARD BRIEFS

Annual Meeting, June 5, 2004

Twenty-five members attended the 2004 LWVSC Annual
Meeting held on June 5 at Canine Companions for Independ-
ence Training Center in Santa Rosa.

During the meeting, the membership took the following ac-
tions:

e Adopted a balanced budget for fiscal year 2005.

e Voted to retain all existing local positions on the follow-
ing topics:
0 Budget Process: Sonoma County and Its Cities
0 Cable Television Franchising in Sonoma
County
Open Government: Sonoma County and Its Cit-
ies
Santa Rosa General Plan
Sewage Treatment — Wastewater and Sludge
Sonoma County General Plan
Transportation
Financing Local Schools
o0 Living Wage Ordinance.

e Voted to continue the study of general plans for the cities
of Sonoma County and to develop a position for General
Plans for those cities.

e Adopted campaign finance reform and transportation as
issues for emphasis.

e Voted to participate in the State League’s study on K-12
education.

o Installed our new president and board of directors and
thanked out-going President Nancy Richards for her ex-
emplary service.

After the meeting, members shared a wonderful potluck
luncheon. Long time League member Kay McCabe gave a
short talk about ways in which LWVSC has made a difference
in community issues in the past. Willard Richards talked about
his efforts to advocate for campaign finance reform. The
Press Democrat editorial writer Ann DuBay, our guest
speaker, suggested issues that she considers ripe for League
involvement in the future. These included: Affordable Hous-
ing, Local Government Financing, De Facto Segregation in
Local Schools, and Water.

Board Meeting, July 6, 2004
Board members:

e |earned that our budget ended in the black for the year

o heard that Eliza Meyn will represent the League speaking
in support of the Living Wage Ordinance at the Sonoma
City Council meeting on July 7

o learned that Cotati city councilwoman Janet Orchard
thanked the League for its help with formulating the Co-
tati Campaign Finance Reform measure which was passed

(@]
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e proposed that Willard Richards speak to the Santa Rosa
City Council regarding campaign spending limits, ex-
pressing the position that a $65,000 limit would be a
spending incentive rather than a spending limit

e approved League support for the ¥ cent County sales tax
for transportation proposed for the November ‘04 ballot

o decided to ask members if they would like to receive their
VOTER via email rather than on hard copy to save money
and paper

e agreed that efforts should be made to build committees so
that lengthy discussions can take place at the committee
level in order to streamline board meetings.

Board Meeting, August 3, 2004
The following key items were covered:

e Marsha Dupre announced that she is running for
the SRJC Board of Trustees and thus must resign
from the LWVSC board, effective immediately.

e The board authorized President Corol Ann Fontana-
Cary to sign the ballot argument for the Petaluma
campaign finance initiative that has been placed on
the November ballot by Petaluma Tomorrow.

e Three League positions are open due to the retire-
ment of Marian Jones as liaison to the Russian River
Watershed Council, the United Nations Association
of Sonoma County and the Sonoma County Recy-
cling Committee. Corol Ann is recruiting League
members to replace Marian in these positions.

e Dues notices will be sent out in August with a re-
quest that dues be submitted by early fall. The new
Member Interest Survey will be enclosed in all dues
notices.

e Membership chair Olive Horrell reported that mem-
ber Barbara Douglas has volunteered to take over
the mailing of the VOTER each month.

e Voters Service chair Rosalie Gillmore submitted a
report detailing evolving plans for League-sponsored
candidate forums leading up to the November elec-
tion.

e The board authorized the purchase of Harvest Fair
passes for League members who volunteer at our ta-
ble at the October 1, 2 and 3 event.

e A Kick-Off Fall Membership Meeting will be held on
September 18 at the home of members Carolyn
Johnson and Rick Theis. The topic of the meeting
will be water resources.

e Laurie Hall reported that the Theatre Party will be
held on Sunday, February 13, at the Actor’s Theatre
afternoon performance of “Mame.”

. Bay Area League Day will be held in Sausalito on
Oct. 2. The topic is “Ocean Water on Tap.” A tour of
the Bay Model will follow the meeting. The deadline
to sign up is September 27. The cost is $10 a per-
son.

e A conference co-sponsored by LWVC and the Califor-
nia First Amendment Coalition entitled “Resisting
Government Secrecy in Times of Terrorism” will be
held Oct. 8 and 9 at UC Berkeley.
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ACTION, ACTION, ACTION!
COMMITTEE

We may not have as much clout as the Governor, but we
are taking action. Recently:

e Corol Ann Fontana-Cary wrote a letter to the Peta-
luma City Council in support of the Petaluma-To-
morrow Campaign Finance Initiative.

e Willard Richards appeared before the Sonoma
County Transportation Authority and two City
Councils to support the Transportation Relief Act for
Sonoma County.

e President Corol Ann Fontana-Cary signed the ballot
argument in favor of the Petaluma Campaign Fi-
nance Initiative sponsored by Petaluma Tomorrow.
Other signers include Larry Modell of Petaluma To-
morrow, Petaluma Mayor David Glass, Petaluma
Councilmember Pamela Torliatt, and a representa-
tive of Common Cause of California.

o Eliza Meyn appeared before the Sonoma City Council
to support the living wage ordinance.

e Willard Richards lobbied the Santa Rosa City Coun-
cil during its reconsideration of the Campaign Fi-
nance Ordinance, which began June 22 and is
scheduled to come before the Council on August 24.
He made public appearances and participated in the
discussions at two subcommittee meetings, spread
the word among interested people, and worked with
Common Cause of California, which sent an Action
Alert to Santa Rosa members.

More information on some of these issues appears below.
All of these things were done because one individual led
the way. For example, Stan Gold worked with Petaluma
Tomorrow on the Petaluma campaign finance ordinance.

Kay McCabe gave an inspiring talk at the Annual Meet-
ing on past successes for League action in Sonoma
County. Most notable was LWVSC playing a leading role
in the campaign for the construction of the County Li-
brary in downtown Santa Rosa. It was clear from her
talk that in the past, the League was effective when one
or a few people became informed and led the way on ac-
tion.

So, who will lead the way this year? Do you have a
cause to recommend to the Action Committee? We share
the work, but it is important to have at least one person
who is on top of each issue we address.

There are many possibilities. Recently, the LWVSC has
participated in the revision of campaign finance ordi-
nances in Santa Rosa, Petaluma, Healdsburg and Cotati.
Do you want to look at the campaign finance ordinance
for your city?

Public funding of elections has worked successfully in
Maine and Arizona, and activists in California are work-
ing on bringing the Clean Money campaign to our state.
Governor Schwarzenegger has shown that in our present
system, no politician can escape the need to raise
money.

THE VOTER

The Transportation Relief Act for Sonoma County is a
20-year, quarter percent sales tax that will make So-
noma County a “self-help” county for transportation.
This Act has its shortcomings, but our Board has voted
to support it. There are opportunities to participate in
the campaign. Then there will be a ballot measure in
November 2006 for the Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit
(SMART). The LWVSC has also been active in issues
related to water, children, and land use planning.

The effectiveness of the League when it speaks out is
largely determined by the amount of respect for the
League in the community. To maintain this respect, an
Action Review Committee, composed mostly of past
presidents, has been formed. This Committee will review
and comment on proposed actions before the Board is
asked to approve them. The ideal is to maintain a bal-
ance between enthusiastic activists who want to make
things happen and the judgment of people with extensive
experience.

The Action Committee meets at 10 AM on the third
Tuesday of each month in the LWVSC office, just before
the Voters Service Committee meeting. I can e-mail an
agenda a few days before each meeting to anyone who is
interested — let me know. All League members are wel-
come.

Willard Rickards

Action Committee Chair

GETTING READY FOR ELECTION DAY

Election Day, November 2, is not far offl Members of the
LWCSC Voters Service Committee are working against the
calendar. In addition to the Presidential election and candi-
dates races, there will be 14 ballot measures for Californians
to consider.

Once again, the League will provide public forums and speak-
ers to help citizens more fully understand the pros and cons of
the issues. It is the League’s mission as a non-partisan politi-
cal organization to encourage the informed and active partici-
pation of citizens in government. \oters Service speakers
offer an impartial, close look at the content of the ballot meas-
ures. Many organizations and individuals rely on the League
for this information each election period and consider these
presentations and the League’s publication “Pros and Cons of
the Ballot Measures” a valuable resource to becoming an in-
formed voter.

We are grateful to those League members who continue to
offer their time to this effort year after year. Still, we need
more speakers and seek to recruit additional members to
the Speakers Bureau. Please volunteer to help with this
valuable community service.

An orientation/training meeting will be scheduled and in-depth
reference materials will be provided. Contact: Rosalie Gill-
more, Voters Service Chair, at 769-8826 or Janie Hawker at
584-5210.
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VOTERS SERVICE

The Rohnert Park City Council recall election forum,
sponsored by the LWVSC, took place on August 18th and
the election was held on August 24th. The results are
well known to us by now. Barbara Toohey, with special
help from Willard Richards and Janie Hawker, organized
the forum that was moderated by Carole Bennett,
League member and instructor at Santa Rosa Junior
College. Nancy Richards was the timekeeper and several
of our League members helped collect and sort questions
from the audience and perform other important tasks
including contacting the newspapers to make the event a
success.

The LWVSC will sponsor the Santa Rosa City Council
candidates’ forum on September 27th in the Santa Rosa
City Council Chambers from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The
forum will be videotaped by the Community Media Cen-
ter of Santa Rosa and it will air on Channel 70. Caroline
Ramberg is coordinating this forum.

The LWVSC will co-sponsor with AAUW a Petaluma City
Council Candidates Night on Wednesday, October 13,
from 7:00 PM. to 9:00 PM in the City Council Chambers.
Petaluma Community Access Channel 28 will videotape
the forum and the Argus Courier will publicize the event
before it endorses any candidates.

The 6th State Assembly and the 6th Congressional Dis-
trict forums will be held the first weekend in October
and sponsored by the Marin County LWV. Southern
Sonoma County is part of the 6th State Assembly District
and the 6th Congressional District. LWVSC will receive
copies of the taped debates and they will be aired shortly
after taping by Petaluma Community Access Channel 28
and KRCB.

The County Library in Santa Rosa will distribute “The
Easy Voter Guide” to the 13 libraries throughout the
County. LWVSC will distribute “The Easy Voter Guide”
and the “Pros & Cons” publication when they become
available the week of September 19.

We have received a few requests so far for the LWVSC to
set up a table for Voter Registration at fall events. If
you are interested in staffing a table at an event, please
contact Rosalie Gillmore.

The Speakers Bureau, coordinated by Janie Hawker, will
present the “Pros and Cons” to clubs, organizations and
community groups that have requested the League’s ser-
vice. So far, we have received a few requests. There will
be an orientation session for all those who are interested
in participating as soon as the “Pros and Cons’ are re-
ceived. Volunteers are desperately needed; please sign
up with Janie.

The absentee ballots will be mailed on October 4. The
last day to register to vote is October 18 (15 days before
election day).
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There will be a Voters Service committee meeting on
Tuesday, September 21, at 10:45 AM in the Santa Rosa
League office. All members who want to help, and those
members who have agreed to help, are encouraged to
attend. We need volunteers to help with the forums. If
you have any questions, please call Rosalie Gillmore at
769-8826 or e-mail at: r.gillmore@worldnet.att.net.

Roslie Gillmore

VOTER REGISTRATION HELP

NEEDED

The LWVSC needs vol-
unteers to sit at tables
to distribute voter reg-
istration forms in the
County’s 13 public
libraries on Saturday,
September 11. This
day is being set aside
as a national project
called “The September
Project.” The goal is to
organize libraries
across the nation to hold community events on Septem-
ber 11 in order to promote discussion and community
involvement on patriotism and citizenship. The partici-
pating libraries are: Cloverdale, Healdsburg, Windsor,
Guerneville, Sebastopol (will be holding special events
that day), 3 Santa Rosa branches (Coddingtown, Down-
town and Rincon Valley), Sonoma, Rohnert Park and
Petaluma. Please contact Rosalie Gillmore at 769-8826
or r.gillmore@worldnet.att.net.

In addition, LWVSC has a booth at the Sonoma County Har-

vest Fair on October 1 -3 to register voters. This is a project
we do every year for the County Registrar of Voters.

VOTER REGIST*ATION

We need volunteers to sit at the table for a 3 or 3 1/2 hour shift
and you will receive a free pass to the fair for your effort!

Please call Corol Ann, 773-4510, to schedule a time to volun-
teer.

MARSHA VAS DUPRE RESIGNS FROM
LWVSC BOARD

The League bylaws prohibit candidates for elective office
to serve on the board of directors. Since Marsha is run-
ning for the Santa Rosa Junior College Board of Trus-
tees, Santa Rosa District, she has turned in her resigna-
tion.
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KNOW YOUR BAY AREA DAY:
OCEAN WATER ON TAP

Economic, Political and Environmental Issues
of Desalination Plants in the Bay Area

Saturday, October 2, 2004
San Francisco Bay Model Visitor Center, Sausalito
2100 Bridgeway, Sausalito

The cost is $10.00.

Registration is at 9:30 AM with the program starting at
10 AM and ending at 1:30 PM.

There will be a continental breakfast available.

RSVP to sandy@waterfrontaction.org by Monday, Sep-
tember 27 with names of people attending by League.
Checks may be sent in advance to:

Tam Hege, Treasurer, 80 Florada Ave. Piedmont CA
94610, or paid at the door.

The topic concerns desalination plant pro-
jects and water, with panels discussing
economic, political and environmental
issues of locating and operating

plants of this type in the Bay Area.
Two panels will include repre-
sentatives from the bay area water ‘
agencies planning these projects, as well

as the regulators charged with project

approvals.

Speakers and panelists will include:

e Hasan Abdullah, East Bay Municipal Utilities
District (EBMUD)

e Jared Huffman, Marin Municipal. Water

e Ernesto Avila, consultant for the Northern
California Salinity Coalition

e Al Wanger, Dep. Dir. of California Coastal Com-
mission

e Jeff Blanchard, Bay Conservation and Develop-
ment Commission (BCDC)

e Marc Del Piero, Pajaro-Sunny Mesa Community
Services District.

Program will include:

e Overview of desalination issues
Why desalination?
Political issues
Economic issues
Environmental issues

More details of the event can be found on the LWVBA
website at http:/ /www.lwvba-ca.org.

Directions to Bay Model:

Highway 280 or 101 north to 19th Ave. in San Francisco.

Drive over Golden Gate Bridge. Continue on Highway 1,
take the Sausalito/Marin City exit, turn right on Bridge-
way. Exit from Bridgeway at brown and white sign.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS STUDY
GROUP

The International Relations Study Group meets on the
second Tuesday of each month. On September 14 at 12
noon, the group will meet in the Santa Rosa League of-

| fice and the topic of dis-
: cussion will be Weapons
of Mass Destruction. In
recent years, the threat of
countries’ acquiring Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction
(WMD) has influenced
major U.S. policy deci-
sions. How should the
U.S. respond? What are
the threats posed by WMD
worldwide?

The topics are selected from
The Great Decisions briefing
book published by the
Foreign Policy Association in New York City. If you have
any questions, please contact Rosalie Gillmore at 769-8826 or
R.Gillmore@worldnet.att.net.

FIFTH ANNUAL SONOMA COUNTY
BOOK FAIR

The Sonoma County Book Fair celebrates its 5th year on
Saturday, September 18, from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Each year the Fair transforms Old Courthouse Square
into a festival of books. White tents blossom overnight
for independent booksellers, publishers, small presses,
magazines, book arts, libraries, and writing groups to
share work. A poetry tent will offer readings all day. All
events are free and open to the public.

The Fifth Annual Sonoma County Book Fair is dedicated
to Charles Schulz to honor the publication of The Com-
plete Peanuts and Schulz’s life-long contribution to So-
noma County’s rich literary scene. A panel featuring
Gaye Le Baron, Jack Stuppin and Jonah Raskin will
explore the art and writing of Charles Schulz. Atten-
dance is free. LWVSC tables at this event as a member of
The Literacy Coalition.

NON-PARTISAN ELECTION ;E T /,
Smart Voter is produced by the League b8
of Women Voters of California Educa- ﬁ:_‘.‘-r.-fe‘_“:
tion Fund, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corpo- Caker
ration, to:

e Provide voters with comprehensive nonpartisan
information about the contests on their ballot in
an easy-to-use presentation.

e Provide a means for candidates to publish infor-
mation about themselves and their candidacy
directly to voters.

Reference: http://www.smartvoter.org
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A WORLD OF ITs OWN:
ELECTRIC UTILITY REGULATION IN
CALIFORNIA

This is the third in a series of articles from LWVC on
California’s energy situation.

Background: Public utilities bring essential commodities
and services to the public - electricity, gas, water, tele-
phones, and transportation.

At their beginnings more than a century
ago, they enjoyed a period of untrammeled
competition. The results included a disor-
derly, sometimes dangerous and always
needless multiplication of pipe lines and
overhead pole lines, and demonstrated to
the satisfaction

of most that public utilities were “natural
monopolies.”

Legislatures granted them exclusive ser-
vice territories. Recognizing that this pro-
tection from competition could be abused, they also set
up regulatory bodies to control utility rates and ensure
that they operate in the public interest. A particular
benefit, not always generally appreciated, was the ability
this gave the utilities to make orderly, long-term plans to
serve the public.

The Regulators and the Regulated: Our state is served
by three major investor-owned electric utilities: Pacific
Gas & Electric (PG&E), Southern California Edison (SCE)
and San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E). Other electric
utilities are owned by municipalities or irrigation dis-
tricts and not subject to state regulation. Three principal
state agencies do the regulating:

1. The California Public Utility Commission (CPUC),
with both legislative and judicial powers. A principal
duty of the five commissioners is to question and analyze
detailed applications by the utilities for rate changes and
set the final rates that are charged customers.

2. The California Energy Commission (CEC) Its five
commissioners must forecast energy needs, license
power plants, and promote conservation and alternative
energy resources.

3. The California Independent System Operator (CA
ISO) was established in 1996 along with the legislation,
AB 1890, which “deregulated” the private utilities. AB
1890 required the utilities to commit control of their
transmission facilities to the ISO.

In addition, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) regulates natural gas and hydropower projects,
and interstate transmission of natural gas, oil and elec-
tricity.

Electricity Generation: Through nearly all of the
1900’s, most of California’s electricity was produced in
plants owned by the three major investor-owned utilities
(IOUs). As their fuel costs increased and as they invested
in new facilities, they petitioned the CPUC for adjust-
ments in their rates to recover these costs. By the
1990’s, electric rates in California were among the high-
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est in the nation. Demand was increasing, power plants
were aging and new ones were not being built.

Hoping to bring prices down by encouraging the con-
struction of new plants and by increasing the available
fuel supply, the state legislature passed AB 1890, which
ended the protected-monopoly status of the three IOUs.
They were required to sell most of their largest generat-
ing plants. Competition was invited into the market.

The results are well remembered. “Merchant generators”
— independent power producers, out-of-state utilities,
and power brokers — established a de facto oligopoly.
They kept prices high. In the 2000-2001
energy crisis, they took plants off-line
when demand was highest — like hot
summer afternoons with massive air-
conditioning usage — causing truly out-
rageous wholesale prices.

Legislation now keeps them from doing
this. And CA ISO is developing ways to
separate real from contrived price fluc-
tuations, so the legislature or the CPUC
can cap prices if manipulation again be-
comes evident.

In 2002 the legislature passed SB 1389, which requires
the CEC to prepare an Integrated Energy Policy Report
every two years. The staff is asked to look ahead five to
20 years and judge what California’s energy systems
should look like, and what we need to do to get there.
Our LWVC Energy Committee has been working with
CEC staff for more than a year to present a public inter-
est perspective on this.

Incentives — to produce and to conserve — remain the big
issues in the area of generation. More than 8,300 MW of
new capacity came on line in the last four years, but
forecasters warn that without yet more investment in
new plants, another power crunch is likely — and within
two to six years. The weakened financial status of utili-
ties and merchant generators remains a concern.

Electricity Transmission: Before deregulation, the ma-
jor California transmission lines were owned and oper-
ated by the IOUs. They were responsible for reliability
within their service territories, although their lines were
(and still are) part of a coordinated 14 western-state grid.
Then AB1890 required the utilities to give control of their
transmission facilities to the ISO. Owners of the lines
still develop their own expansion plans, but the ISO
judges the need and (if a proposed CPUC rule is adopted)
the CPUC then defines the transmission routes that best
serve the “public convenience and necessity.”

Current long and short-term visions of both the CEC and
CPUC are set out in an action plan that supports devel-
opment of a strategic, long-range plan for transmission.
But even as this planning goes forward, a number of ar-
eas have transmission constraints, most notably the San
Francisco Bay, Tehachapi, Devers and San Diego areas.

Some of the big questions in transmission include how
to:

e Ensure system reliability when the public fights
grid expansion.
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e Ensure reliability when generators are far dis-
tant from end users.

e Develop cost/benefit assessment process that
includes merchant generators.

e Factor environmental justice into siting deci-
sions.
Remedy the present balkanized state of the
transmission system.

e Find or establish a statewide land-use planning
authority.

Electricity Distribution: Distribution refers to the
lower-voltage lines and equipment that deliver power
from the high-voltage transmission lines to the consum-
ers. Before AB 1890, all end-users — industrial, commer-
cial and residential — were customers of the IOUs. With
the passage of that bill, choice was offered: customers
could negotiate direct access contracts with other sup-
pliers. The hope - or the dream — was that more genera-
tion would come into the market and prices would de-
cline. What happened was the “perfect storm” of price
increases.

The IOUs at that point had virtually no long-term whole-
sale contracts in place, and they became more and more
dependent on the day-ahead market price for purchased
power as set by the ISO through a bidding process.
Power outages and financial hemorrhaging of the IOUs
followed.

In a desperate attempt to save the situation, then-Gov-
ernor Davis had the state enter into long-range contracts
at the best prices available in an already stressed mar-
ket. The resulting contracts called for payments to mer-
chant generators of twice the actual cost of generation,
for up to 10 years. These contracts account for most of
the electricity being distributed to retail customers today
(and made a significant contribution to the premature
departure of Gov. Davis).

Predictably, as supplies tightened and prices rose, more
industrial customers opted out of their utility relation-
ships in favor of direct access contracts with merchant
generators. This practice was ultimately barred, with
about 11 percent of industrial customers left buying di-
rectly from non-utility suppliers. They have been re-
quired to pay a surcharge of 2.7 cents per kilowatt-hour,
which supposedly covers their share of the excess costs
incurred by the state’s long-term contracts; they con-
tinue to use the utility-owned transmission and distri-
bution systems.

Recent Developments: The legislature and the CPUC
are considering a new market structure with just two
basic customer groups: Core customers - residential and
small commercial; and non-core customers- large com-
mercial and industrial. Non-core customers could nego-
tiate direct access contracts with non-utility suppliers,
but would lose the guarantee of back-up power from the
utilities. Their contracts would have to protect the eco-
nomic interests of core customers unable to negotiate
with outside suppliers. The CPUC proposals include ad-
ditional options for both customer classes, including
real-time pricing and green (renewable) power options.

THE VOTER

Governor Schwarzenegger, independent power produc-
ers, SCE and the Silicon Valley Manufacturing Group
actively support this core/non-core or “hybrid market”
approach.

A major worry: Non-core customers are expected to
make up 25 to 30 percent of total capacity contracts,
which could make it difficult to protect the economic
interests of core customers.

Over the past year, there have also been legislative ef-
forts to re-regulate — to put the IOUs back into the boxes
that were shattered by the 1996 deregulation. This
would be difficult if not impossible. The utilities have
had to sell much of their generating capacity, which is
now owned by out-of-state merchant generators, and
their wholesale prices are not subject to CPUC control
and get only cursory review by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission.

Right now both planning and regulation of the electric
industry in California are in a state of flux. Decisions
that will restore some stability are vital to stimulating
the investments that will build new power plants and re-
power existing ones, and vital as well to stimulating in-
vestments in energy efficiency and the strengthened
power grid that is essential to a reliable state electric
system.

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 2004

Adopted by the LWVC Board of Directors, May 14, 2004

1. Issues for Emphasis adopted at the LWVC Convention
are the first call for legislative priorities. In 2004 the
Legislative Priorities are the following topics from the
three Issues adopted for Education and Advocacy:

A. State and Local Finances

Support equitable and adequate generation and
distribution of tax revenues.

B. Health Care
Support continued funding of the safety net.
C. Community College System

Support access to community colleges for all
who may benefit.

2. Support requests from local Leagues and Inter-League
Organizations (ILOs) for advocacy on bills of specific in-
terest to their jurisdictions.

3. Review all statewide ballot measures and recommend
a position or neutrality to the State Board of Directors on
each one.

4. Take action as appropriate on core issues: Elections,
Voting Rights, Campaign Finance Reform and Repro-
ductive Choices.

5. Consider Program Director recommendations for ac-
tion on the highest priority bills in their program areas.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE NEXT

THEATRE PARTY!

When: Sunday, February 13, 2005
Refreshments at 1 PM, Performance at 2 PM

What: Mame

Who:  Presented by e
the Actors - \)
Theatre and ~ ~ hoa
the Santa -~ A
Rosa Players o/

Where: 6th Street i
Playhouse
52 West 6th Street, Santa Rosa

How: $25/ticket for refreshments and musical

Stay tuned for further developments.
Lawrie Hall
823-1264

NEw MEMBERS

L. D. Courtright

5555 Montgomery Drive, Cottage 51
Santa Rosa, CA 95409

Tel. 579-6906

Email: ldcourt@msn.com

Rick Theis & Carolyn Johnson
11190 Peaks Pike
Sebastopol, CA 95472

Pamela Torliatt

27 Townview Lane

Petaluma, CA 94952

Tel. 763-6825 Fax 769-4253
Email: ptorliatt@aol.com

Gerry Groves

626 Sunnyslope Avenue

Petaluma, CA 94952, Tel. 762-9581
Email: gerrygr@aol.com

ROSTER CORRECTIONS

Rosalie Gillmore
Email: R.Gillmore@worldnet.att.net

Fran Tanti
Email: tanti@sbcglobal.net

Ann McGinley
5465 Crystal Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
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THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS!

Exchange Bank

Frederick & Jocelyn Euphrat
Steven & Melissa Benjamin

Cathy Mabry

John Sawyer

North Bay Labor Council AFL-CIO
Karen Uhrich Mayer

National Bank of the Redwoods
Nancy Dobbs & John Kramer

DUES NOTICES HAVE BEEN MAILED

Our dues notices have been mailed. Please
respond promptly and don’t forget to re-
turn your Member Interest Survey. We
use these survey sheets to help committee
leaders identify members who are inter-
ested in participation in various areas of interest. Also,
please check the current roster for accuracy and let us
know about any changes we need to make.

MISSION

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization, encourages the informed and
active participation of citizens in government, works
to increase understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy through
education and advocacy.

e Bl Sy Il PERT

aiphalraphics’

Printshicps OF The Futurs

www.santarosad30.alphagraphics.com
e-mail: usd30@alphagraphics.com

A0 Mendocho Ave, Suite
Santa Roea, S whanl

(FOTY 5658056
FAX (S5 5851554

Sue Kaetzel, CRS, GRI

Realtor®

BUSINESS DIRECT: (707) 635-1805
HOME OFFIGE.: (TOT) 538-4060
FAX: [707) 5234480

Email: s<aetzelEap.net

Web Site; SUEKAETZEL COM

HURD

1401 Ath Street
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
(707 523-44¢4

REAL ESTATE
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Join the Gang -
Become a member of the
Charles M. Schulz Museum

B~
|_:u1"\r -:- )

We have a world-class museum as an attraction
in our county. Memberships are important to
sustain the museum, and every membership
level rewards YOU!

Call Maite @ 579-4452 ext. 108
or visit the Museum web site:
www,SchulzMuseum.org

Click on Membership.

CHARLES ™

M USsS EUM

PEAMLITE & Unasd Fratsin Spadeaic. in

YVONNE HORTON

Healdsburg Realty, Inc,
Healdsburg, California

WINE COUNTRY PROPERTIES

(707) 433-1929

vvonneh@sonic.net

Robert Cheal
Marketing Services Manager
S5r. Loan Officer, ASA

RESIDEMNTIAL LENDIMNG !

120 S5tony Point Road, Suite 115
Santa Rosz, CA 95401

Pl ?Gr .'-Fi‘-l 2653 / 866.562.6985

fax T.5T8.4951 / cell: YO7.B490.2896
e rabert real@guaraniygroup.com
'.v'.k-.'..,:_"l'r.-‘_'\..ci:-:1'|"C!'U-.'J

League of Women Voters® of Sonoma County Membership Application

Name

Address

City

Zip Telephone
Fax Email

Yes, I want to join the League of Women
Voters. Enclosed is my check for dues.
($50.00 for individual annual membership,
$75.00 for household, and $37.00 for limited
income. The membership year is July 1 to
June 30.) Please mail check to LWV Sonoma
County, 100 E Street, Suite 209, Santa Rosa,
CA 95404. Thank you.

3¢

_—_—_—_—_—_ﬂ

I am interested in the following areas:

Program Membership

Speakers Bureau Social Policy.

Natural Resources Voters Service

Newsletter Fundraising

Cable TV Smart Voter

Community Outreach Website
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SEPTEMBER 2004 CALENDAR

!Click here for the latest calendarl



http://sonco.ca.lwvnet.org/calendar.html

