LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE BAY AREA  ~~

An Inter-League Organization of the San Francisco Bay Area 44
August 18, 2003
Members of the SMART II Board
c/o Lillian Hames, Project Director
SMART Rail District

90 Digital Drive
Novato, California 94949

Dear Members of the Board:

The League of Women Voters of the Bay Area actively supports transit oriented development.
We cannot afford frequent transit if it is not supported by transit oriented development patterns.
We cannot afford to spoil our air, water and land with expanding use of cars. We cannot ignore
access for the many who do not drive. As Sonoma Marin Area Rapid Transit (SMART) is now
negotiating with the City of Santa Rosa to lease the SMART property near Railroad Square, we
request the Board pay close attention to the following:

* An income stream from the property to support planning and operating costs of the
railroad, commensurate with the amount of the station area utilized.

* Transit-oriented development that includes some high-density housing and retail space in
addition to space for the Sonoma County Food & Wine Center (the source of current
interest in the lease).

* Adequate provision for future bus needs and other modes of public transit to support
passenger rail.

* Performance guarantees that set a time line for the development of the property and
provide increases in the lease rate as rail service and development occurs.

The League is not reassured by advance planning as this lease is being negotiated. The 2002
Conceptual Master Plan for the station area* provides space for 4 buses, 20 bicycles, and over
500 automobiles, covering more than half of the land area with plazas and parking. It does not
appear to provide the income stream nor the rail passengers that SMART needs and that is
appropriate for the central rail station in the largest city on the rail line.

" Eli Naor, VBN Architects, for SMART and the City of Santa Rosa, available on the SMART
website, Documents, Station Area Planning, 11 July 2002
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